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(Frontispiece) Much of Victoria's countryside was 
ablaze as the "Ash Wednesday" bush fires of 16 
February 1983 swept through many parts of the 
State. 
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(Front endpaper) In the 1940s, a team of six 
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superphosphate through a combine. 
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header is used for harvesting wheat. The grain is 
stored in a bin on board and off-loaded into 
cartage trucks through the auger. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

The following symbols mean: 
cr. credit 
dr. debit 

n.a. 
n.e.c. 
n.e.i. 

not available 
not elsewhere classified 
not elsewhere included 

SYMBOLS 

n.p. not available for separate publication (but included in totals where 
applicable) 

n.y.a. not yet available 
p preliminary 
r figure or series revised since previous edition 

not applicable 
nil or less than half the final digit shown 
(where a line drawn across a column between two consecutive figures) break 

in continuity of series 
M, males; F, females; T, total 

OTHER FORMS OF USAGE 
The following abbreviations are used for the titles of the Australian States and 

Territories and Australia: N.S.W. (New South Wales), Vic. (Victoria), Qld (Queensland), 
S.A. (South Australia), W.A. (Western Australia), Tas. (Tasmania), N.T. (Northern 
Territory), A.C. T. (Australian Capital Territory), and Aust. (Australia). 

Yearly periods shown as, e.g., 1982 refer to the year ended 31 December 1982. Those 
shown as, e.g., 1981-82 refer to the year ended 30 June 1982. Other yearly periods are 
specifically indicated. 

Values are shown in Australian dollars ($ or $A) or cents (c) unless another currency is 
specified. 

All data is presented in metric terms. 
Where figures have been rounded, discrepancies may occur between sums of the 

component items and totals. 
AVAILABILITY OF ABS PUBLICATIONS 

The Victorian Office of the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) maintains an 
Information Service, which on request, supplies available statistical information and 
advice on which publications are appropriate, and a library in which all publications of 
the ABS are available for reference. Businessmen, government officers, students, and 
members of the public are invited to make use of these services. 

Information regarding the availability of ABS publications can be obtained from the 
Information Services Section, Australian Bureau of Statistics, Box 2796Y, G.P.O., 
Melbourne, 3001, phone (03) 630181. 

All publications issued by the ABS are contained in the Catalogue of Publications 
(1101.0), which is available from any ABS Office. A list of publications issued by the 
Victorian Office of the ABS is shown in Appendix E of this Year Book. 



PREFACE 

This 97th edition of the Victorian Year Book again seeks to present a comprehensive 
outline of Victoria by means of appropriate tables and text. The book, in line with those 
of previous years, examines the main political, economic, social, and demographic aspects 
of the State, as well as such other information as will help piece together a full picture of 
the present day community. The many changes which have become evident recently are 
noted as far as possible in the context of earlier trends by maintaining the continuity of 
statistical tables and the historical balance between recent and earlier information. Tables 
are also expanded as appropriate when new Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 
collections become available for information. Thus the Year Book, through its 
comprehensive coverage of information, continues its functions as a basic reference work 
for the State. 

The eighth special article in the series on Victoria's Environment and Man, deals with 
Agricultural Plants in the Victorian Environment. This article constitutes Chapter 1 and its 
contents are related to Chapter 16-Agricultural industries. 

Several new articles have been written by contributors for this edition, including 
Freedom of Information legislation (Chapter 5), Recent trends in building technology 
(Chapter 11), Royal Agricultural Society (Chapter 16), Recent banking developments 
(Chapter 21), Survey of the Handicapped (Chapter 26), the National Companies and 
Securities Commission (Chapter 28), and the Melbourne Concert Hall (Chapter 29). 

It is not possible for Year Books because of their complexity to contain the latest 
statistics available at the time of publication, and thus the statistical tables in the Year 
Book give the latest facts available at the time of preparation. More detailed, and in many 
cases more up to date statistics of the various topics contained in the Year Book are 
available in other ABS publications. 

The preparation of the Victorian Year Book has been a complex undertaking and I 
gratefully acknowledge the valuable assistance and willing co-operation of many persons 
and institutions in the community and thank them for their contributions. I wish to thank 
the staff of the Victoria Office of the ABS who have contributed to the production of the 
Year Book. In particular my thanks to the Editor of Publications, Mr H. L. Speagle, 
M.A., B.Ed., and his editorial staff. I also wish to thank Mr Norman Quaintance, our 
design consultant, and the Victorian Government Printer and his staff for their interest, 
skill, and resourcefulness in printing this book. 

I wish to record my appreciation of the continued co-operation received from 
government departments, educational institutions, business firms, primary producers, 
private organisations, and individuals who provide the basic data from which the contents 
of the Year Book and of all other ABS publications are derived. 

I assumed the position of Deputy Commonwealth Statistician in December 1982, 
following the untimely death of my predecessor, the late I. M. Cowie in August 1982. Mr 
Cowie joined the Victorian Office of the ABS in 1962 and became Deputy Commonwealth 
Statistician in 1980. I wish to pay tribute to him both as a person of sincerity and 
sensitivity as well as a leader who contributed much to the compilation and dissemination 
of statistics in Victoria. 

E. D. BOURKE 
June 1983 Deputy Commonwealth Statistician 
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